REMARKS 

Cia :ms 2 7 and 2v - 4c ire pending and st jn.i r<-ady for f urt her 
action on the merits. Support for the amendment to claim 27 can 
be found in cancelled claim 3 8 and in claim 34. Claim 29 has been 
amended so- as not to depend on a cancelled claim. Claim 34 has 
been amended for charity. Support for new claim 48 can be found 
in claims 27, 28 and 84. No new matter has been added by way of 
the above Amendment . 

PRIOR ART BASED ISSUES 

The following prior art based rejections are pending: 
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37, 28, 30-32 and 3 5 are again rejected under 8 5 
102(b) as being clearly anticipated by Meitzner 
"j r Vu 1 1 i e s - S e r me t e t a 1 . 



Claims 27, 28, 3 3 - 32 and 35 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103 \a^ as being unpatentable ever Meitzner et. 
al. c 



Claim 3 3 is rejected under 8 r; l. T . S . C . 103 ^ a ' as being 
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unpatentable ever Meitzner -.0 al. or Vv - 
al, particularly :u vice : he us C c . l T .S. pat 
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polymer, the j r cess tea its p- i e-p ara t i -...n ^nd fir- use f t ho 
macr or-'-t i eul ar p'O I ymer t ; : an adsc/rbent . 

T:ie release of organs solvents and :o I s live.. bodies of 
water sucdi as rivers and oceans has been on the increase. As the 
concentration of these pollutants increases, the delicate balance 
in ecosystems is adversely affected. This is a problem which 
r equires a no v el a p p r o a c h . The no v el in v enti v e m a c r o reti c u 1 a r 
polymer is designed to address this problem as an adsorbant of 
organic solvents and oil. 

One pC'SSible approach is to load the macroret lcular polymers 
into a net and suspend the loaded net in polluted voter. The net 
is swept, over the polluted water and the macroret lcular polymers 
absorb the pollutants therefrom. 

An important. aspect. of the ability for the inventive 
m a c r o r e t irular p o 1 \ T m e r t o absorb effect i v e 1 1 y , r s t h e t. \ T p e o f 
polymer .and tne porosity of the ma sreret a :v;i a r pre iuot. . As ocau 
be seen free the experimental evidence on the present 
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di ted References 

Applicants respectful!;/ submit that trie presently claimed 
ma croret. i cular prcduct is not made obvious by the cited 
references, since the cited references fail to teach or suggest: 
(1) a macroret i cular product having a porosity of greater than 
0.279 cm /gm; and/or 2 a macroret i cular prcduct which is made 
from a polymer crosslinked using 1 , 4 -dichloromet hyl - 2 , 5- 
dimet hylbenzene as the erosslmking agent. 

With regard to the porosity of the inventive product, this 
feature was oriqmally described in claim 34. However, the 
Examiner has been completely silent with regard to how the 
references teach or suqqest this feature. 



Appi icant s rest:^*t- fii: ly su: m i ::. tire - t he nrooiit ive p\,du es 
^ rc r^t r-nt ^bl ^ • •. > t r vited -i". since the 1 1. ed art toils * 
:ea:h or sugqest that the racier^: i sui ar products h .me p i e s : " y 
of greater than ! j .27a em /am. Furthermore, Applicants t arke the 
dos it 1 en that the products of the cited art do not inherently 1 
have a porosity of greater than 0.279 im/gm. 

With regard to the specific crossl inking agent recited in 

claim 1 7 , t he Ex am i ne r states : 

...it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
m the art at the time the invention was made to employ 
1 , 4 - d i ch lorome t hy 1 -2,5- dimethyl benzene as t he 

cross 1 inking agent in either of the above noted 
references, since this material is a well known 
orosslinkmg agent. Since applicant has failed to 
challenge the statement that 1 , 4 - d i chlor omet hyl - 2 , 5- 
dimethy Ibenzene is a known crossl inking agent, it 
appears that: this assertion has bo-en conceded. 

Contrary 7 to the Examiner's; assertion, Applicants do not 
concede that this crossl mki ng agent is weli known in the art. 

As the MPEP directs, all the olaim limitations must be 
taught or suggested by the prior' art to establish a prima facie 
case of anticipation or obviousness. See MFEP §§ 2131 and 
2143.03. Since the sited references fail to teach cr suqaest that 
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CONCLUSION 

In view of the above comments and .amendments, Applicant 
respectfully submit that the claims ace in condition f 
allowance. A Notice to such effect, is earnestly solicited. 

If the Examiner has any questions concerning this 
application, he is requested to contact Garth M. Dahlen, Reg. No. 
43,575, at (703) 205-8000 in the Washington, D.C. area. 

If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, 
concurrent, and future replies, to charge payment or credit any 
overpayment, to Deposit Account No. 02-2448 for any additional fees 




P. O. Box 74 7 

Falls Church, VA 22040-0747 

(703) 205-8000 

RCS/GMD/bsh 



Attachment : Version with Markings to Show Changes Made 




VERSION WITH MARKING TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 
IN THE CLAIMS : 

The claims have been amended as frlltv/s: 

Claim 27. 'Amended' A macrcre t 1 ca 1 a r prcduct: having a high 
potential to absorb organic solvents, wherein the product is 
formed by cross-linking a polymer so that the [organic solvents 
are] macroret lcular product can molecularly [enclosed and] 
enclose the organic solvent and the organic solvent adheres 
[externally adhered] adhere to the [product] macroret lcular 
product external ly , 

wherein the polymer is a_t_^east one selected from the group 
consisting of polystyrene , SEES, elastomer ic SBR and hydrcgenated 
SER, the cross linking is performed viteh 1 , 4 - d i oh loromet: by 1 -- 2 , 5 - 
dimethyibenzene as a cross linking agent, and tiie product has a 
porosity of areater than 0.2 n 9 cm"/g. 

Tlavn ;y. Amended 1 The product rv.ciiiiu to .'.maim [..--] 27, 



